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Save  A  Landfill- 
Compost 
Instead  of  Bag 


Illinois  homeowners  are  proud  of  their  beautiful,  green  lawns  and  shade  trees.  To  keep 
them  looking  good,  many  people  mow  their  lawn,  rake  the  clippings  into  piles,  stuff  the  piles 
into  plastic  garbage  bags,  leave  the  bags  for  the  garbage  collector  and  stand  back  with  a 
contented  smile,  staring  at  their  piece  of  art.  Well,  the  times  they  are  a-changin ’. 

As  of  July  1 ,  1 990,  “no  person  may  knowingly  mix  landscape  waste  that  is  intended  for 
collection  or  for  disposal  at  a  landfill  with  any  other  municipal  waste.”  Also  under  Illinois’ 
landscape  waste  law,  landfills  cannot  accept  yard  wastes  mixed  with  regular  trash.  This 
means  that  new  systems  for  handling  grass  clippings,  leaves  and  tree  limbs  will  have  to  be 
developed  by  homeowners,  waste  haulers  and  municipalities. 

This  publication  addresses  some  of  the  questions  about  the  new  law  and  explains  the 
practice  of  home  composting  as  a  method  of  disposing  yard  wastes. 
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Why  is  the  new  law  changing  how  we 
handle  yard  waste? 

The  new  landscape  waste  law  is  based 
upon  the  simple  fact  that  Illinois  landfills 
are  filling  up  much  too  quickly.  When  a 
landfill  reaches  its  design  capacity,  it  must 
close.  In  1980,  Illinois  had  about  600  ac¬ 
tive  landfills;  today  only  about  120  remain. 
By  the  end  of  the  century,  if  current  land- 
filling  levels  continue  and  no  new  facilities 
are  opened,  our  state  will  have  no  more 
landfill  space  for  garbage.  Even  today, 
many  areas  of  Illinois  must  take  their  waste 
a  long  distance  for  disposal. 

Landscape  wastes  account  for  approxi¬ 
mately  18%  of  all  garbage  put  in  landfills, 
second  only  to  paper  products.  During 
peak  lawn  care  and  leaf  raking  months 
(May  -  August  and  September  -  November), 
grass  and  leaves  may  reach  50%  of  the 
weekly  garbage  collected. 


Develop  a  closer  relationship  with 
your  lawn 

Composting  is  the  most  environmen¬ 
tally  sound  method  for  handling  yard 
wastes.  Mother  Nature  has  been  doing  it 
for  millions  of  years.  A  backyard  com¬ 
posting  operation  requires  several  things; 
leaves,  grass,  moisture,  microbes  and  a 
little  patience.  Microorganisms  in  the  com¬ 
post  heap  will  change  leaves  and  grass  into 
wonderful,  nutrient- rich  compost,  also 
known  as  humus. 

To  have  a  successful  above  ground 
compost  heap,  pile  the  yard  waste  at  least 
four  feet  in  diameter  and  three  feet  high.  A 
home-made  or  pre-built  support  system 
made  from  fencing  or  boards  can  help  re¬ 
duce  the  area  needed.  For  a  below  ground 
heap,  dig  a  hole  three  feet  deep  and  three 
feet  square.  When  your  compost  has 
grown  about  eight  inches  thick,  add  a  two- 
inch  layer  of  composted  manure,  commer¬ 
cial  fertilizer  or  commercial  compost  addi¬ 
tive,  and  a  two-inch  layer  of  soil. 

While  you  may  add  other  vegetation  to 
your  yard  waste  compost  pile,  such  as 
vegetable  trimmings  and  house  plants. 


never  add  garbage,  meat  scraps  or  animal 
waste  to  the  pile.  This  may  attract  animals 
and  cause  odor  problems. 

The  pile  should  be  kept  moist,  cared  for 
and  aerated.  When  a  compost  heap  is  op¬ 
erating  successfully,  temperatures  inside 
the  pile  increase  and  may  exceed  150*F 
due  to  the  microbial  activities  of  decompo¬ 
sition.  If  your  pile  does  not  start  up  and 
heat  within  a  few  weeks,  ask  yourself  the 
following  questions. 

“Is  the  heap  damp  enough ?"  The  pile 
s  should  contain  enough  moisture  so  when  a 
sample  taken  from  the  interior  is  squeezed 
by  hand,  a  few  drops  of  water  will  appear. 

“Is  the  heap  too  damp?"  The  pile 
should  not  be  soaked  through  and  dripping 
v  water. 

“Is  the  heap  receiving  adequate  air 
flow?"  Decomposition  requires  oxygen. 
Turn  the  pile  about  once  a  month  during 
.warm  weather  but  not  in  cooler  weather 
since  frequently  turning  the  pile  allows  too 
much  heat  to  escape. 

“Is  the  heap  packed  tightly?"  Well- 
managed  compost  heaps  are  loosely  con- 
s  structed  and  use  shredded  leaves.  This  al¬ 
lows  for  good  air  flow  throughout  the  heap. 

Although  a  yard  waste  compost  pile 
should  not  be  objectionable,  don’t  take  a 
chance  of  offending  your  neighbor  by  plac¬ 
ing  it  inches  from  his  deck  or  patio.  Simply 
use  common  sense  in  locating  the  pile  in 
the  farthest  comer  in  your  yard,  as  far  from 
heavily  used  areas  of  your  neighbor’s  yard 
as  possible. 

After  a  four  to  nine  month  decomposi¬ 
tion  process,  you  will  have  a  marvelous 
supply  of  dark,  rich  compost  to  enrich  gar¬ 
dens  or  flower  beds  and  impress  the 
neighbors.  Compost  is  not  fertilizer! 


Above  Ground  Compost  Heap 
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If  you  must  send  your  clips  on  trips. 

Many  communities  are  considering  or 
have  established  completely  separate  col¬ 
lections  where  garbage  haulers  pick  up 
regular  trash  one  day  per  week  and  land¬ 
scape  waste  another  day.  Residents  must 
keep  their  yard  waste  separated  from  their 
other  trash  and  may  be  required  to  pur¬ 
chase  special  bags  or  identifying  stickers  to 
pay  for  this  service.  Other  municipalities 
are  operating  or  designing  community  com¬ 
post  heaps  for  the  convenience  of  residents 
where  individuals  may  bring  their  yard 
waste  themselves,  usually  at  a  lower  cost. 

What  if  I  ignore  the  law? 

The  law  provides  for  up  to  a  $10,000 
penalty  and  $1,000  per  day  fine  for  contin¬ 
ued  violations  of  the  law.  A  more  likely 
penalty  may  come  directly  from  your  waste 
hauler  who  could  refuse  to  pick  up  your 
garbage  if  you  mix  it  with  leaves  or  grass. 
Cooperating  with  the  landscape  waste  law 
by  either  composting  at  home  or  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  municipal  composting  program  will 
help  you,  your  community  and  everyone’s 
environment. 


For  more  information,  contact: 
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P.O.  Box  19276 
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217/782-6760 
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